
 
SHUNG TAK CATHOLIC ENGLISH COLLEGE CIRCULAR #011 2014-15 

1st September, 2014  
 

Dear Parents, 
English-for-all Day 

 

As you know the school places very special emphasis on the use of English on the school campus as its use is exceptionally 
important in Hong Kong and the world. Permit me to share some information with you.  
 

We are all aware that there are still regular complaints from the business community regarding the lack of proficient English 
speakers in the Hong Kong workforce with the added fact that English has emerged as the world's unofficial international 
language, English proficiency is then all the more important.  
 

Here are some of the figures from a local news article online, ‘Recruit’: “it is estimated that there are 400 million native 
speakers and 300 million who use English as a second language and a further 100 million use it as a foreign language. It is 
the language of science, aviation, computing, diplomacy and tourism. It is listed as the official or co-official language of over 
45 countries（including Hong Kong）and is spoken extensively in other countries where it has no official status. English plays 
a part in the cultural, political or economic life of scores of countries.”  
 

The article goes on to say that `half of all business deals are conducted in English. Two thirds of all scientific papers are 
written in English. Over 70% of all mail is written and addressed in English. Most international tourism, aviation and 
diplomacy is conducted in English. It is no wonder then that Hong Kong’s business leaders are worried that if English 
language skills decline much more, we shall lose some of competitive edge in international trade.’ We also need to remind 
ourselves that ‘China is encouraging millions of its citizens to learn English to aid its economic development.’  
 

With all this in mind, Shung Tak is taking additional steps to ensure that we provide effective opportunities on the school 
campus for students to speak English. This is in the form of English-for-all Days which will now be held on every Monday. 
The system has been revamped so that students are really practicing more actively on this day. We will now have a theme 
song, English Ambassadors and booths for practice. We are galvanizing student leaders to mobilize the school in this new 
effort to improve the environment and use of English.  
 

English ambassadors who will be recruited at the start of the year and will receive merit points for their service.  There will 
also be a bonus point system of awards that will help build class atmosphere and class spirit when students participate in 
activities run by the English Speaking League.  
 

Please also note that we need parents’ understanding and cooperation to make this an effective policy. There is a system of 
reward and punishment and you may be invited to school if your child offends the rules on this day. The system of 
punishment is as follows:  
 

Number of Offences Consequences 
1, 2 Verbal Warning 
3 Short writing task 
4 Long writing task 
5 Message to parents in Students Handbook 
6 Bad behavior mark 

7 and above Meet parents and 1 bad behaviour mark 
  

With the concerted efforts of all, we can make all of the English-for-all Days successful. We look forward to your 
cooperation.  
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
_____________________________  
Mr Kung Kwong Pui Joseph 
Principal  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

REPLY SLIP 
SHUNG TAK CATHOLIC ENGLISH COLLEGE CIRCULAR #011 2014-15 

English-for-all Days 
 

I have read the circular on ‘English-for-all Days’ and I would fully cooperate with the school as I want my child to make use 
of all opportunities available to improve his/her English.  
 

 Name of Student: ____________________ 

 Class: _____________________________ 

 Name of Parent: _____________________ 



 Signature of Parent: __________________ 


